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PAGE 01 BOGOTA 03432 052219Z 

70 

ACTION COME-00 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-00 EB-07 /018W 

067140 

R051954Z APR76 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4387 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 3432 

PASS TO USDOC 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS; BENC, CO 

SUBJ: MAJOR PROJECTS PETROCHEMICALS 
REE: STATE 053942, 75 BOGOTA A-108 

1. PRIORITIES IN THE PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRY ARE SHIFTING. 

PROJECTS WITH GAS FEED STOCK WILL RECEIVE A HIGHER 
PRIORITY IN THE EUTURE. IN THE SHORT-TERM ECOPETROL'S 
TIGHT FINANCIAL POSITION WILL DELAY MAJOR NEW INITIATIVES 
IN THE PETROCHEMICAL EIELD. THEREFORE RAPID PROGRESS IN 

THE IMPLEMENTATION OE ANDEAN PACT PETROCHEMICAL ASSIGNMENTS 
IS NOT LIKELY; EOR INSTANCE, THE CALI DMT PLANT AND THE 
FERTICAL EACILITIES PROJECT HAVE BEEN INDEEINITELY DELAYED. 

2. THE STATUS OF THE PROJECTS WHICH ARE GOING FORWARD ARE 
AS FOLLOWS: 

A. THE BALANCE PLANT, THIS PROJECT IS PROGRAMMED FOR 1978. 

THE DETAILED DESIGN HAS BEEN COMPLETED AND ECOPETROL HAS 
BEGUN BUYING EQUIPMENT. THE LAND IS ALMOST PREPARED. 

B. BARRANCABERMEJA INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX: THE DETAILED DESIGN 

HAS BEEN COMPLETED BY TECHNIPETROL AND EQUIPMENT IS BEING BOUGHT. 

C. CARTAGENA HDPE PLANT: ECOPETROL IS DOING THE DESIGN ITSELF. 

THE CONSTRUCTION WILL BE MANAGED BY TECHNIPETROL PURCHASES 
OF EQUIPMENT WILL BEGIN EARLY IN 1977. 
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D. THE GUAJIRA AMMONIA PLANT: THE ECONOMIC STUDIES ARE ALMOST 
COMPLETE. ECOPETROL AND TEXACO, WHO WILL BE PARTNERS IN AT 
LEAST ONE AMMONIA PLANT, ARE DISCUSSING PROJECTS WITH POTENTIAL 
INVESTORS. IT HAS STILL NOT BEEN DECIDED IF THERE WILL BE TWO 
ONE-THOUSAND-TONS-PER-DAY AMMONIA PLANTS OR JUST ONE. INTERESTED 
INVESTORS SHOULD CONTACT TEXACO OR ECOPETROL. 

E. ETHYLENE PLANT: BIDS TO CONDUCT ENGINEERING WERE RECEIVED 
FROM CTP, LUMMUS AND SRAMPOGEDEI AND ARE CURRENTLY FROM CTP, 
SUMMUS AND 

BEING STUDIED. THE RESULTS SHOULD BE ANNOUNCED IN APRIL. 

3. U. S. ENGINEERING CONTRUCTIONS AND EQUIPMENT COMPANIES 
INTERESTED IN ANY OF THE ABOVE PROJECTS OR WHO WANT TO REGISTER 
THEIR INTEREST AND QUALIFICATIONS FOR FUTURE PROJECTS SHOULD 
WRITE TO ALBERTO DEL CASTILLO, VICE-PRESIDENT, INGENIERIA Y 
PROYECTOS, ECOPETROL, CARRERA 13 NO. 36-24, BOGOTA, D. E. 

COLOMBIA. 
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